HALESWORTH  URBAN ' DISTRICT  COJNCIL 


Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1952, 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs#  Capp  and  Gentlemen, 

V ' iJ  A P;  y 

I "beg  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  1952. 

The  Statistics,  which  are  supposed  to  represent  the  physical  health 
of  the  district  as  a whole  show  some  improvement  on  those  for  1951,  which  were 
also  satisfactory#  It  will  be  noted  that  there  were  ten  fewer  deaths  and 
eleven  more  births#  The  maternal  mortality  was  again  nil  and  there  were 
no  stillbirths.  The  two  fresh  notifications  of  tuberculosis  were  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  in  adults,  one  of  whom  unfortunately  died.  On  the  other  hand  it 
is  reported  that  one  case  was  removed  from  the  register  as  a " recovery” » 


There  were  no  serious  epidemics  of  infectious  disease#  Halesworth 
is  an  important  business,  trading  and  school  centre.  It  is  also  and  important 
centre  for  milk  and  other  foods . Any  outbreak  of  infectious  disease  in  the  town 
would  have  repercussions  on  the  population  of  the  surrounding  district.  Hence 
the  importance  of  maintaining  good  sanitary  conditions  in  Halesworth. 


The  outstanding  environmental  problem  is  the  large  number  of  pail- 
closets  still  in  use  in  the  built  up  portion  of  Halesworth#  As  pointed  out 
last  year,  the  question  repeatedly  arises  - "is  the  property  worth  sewering"? 
This  is  quite  a cogent  argument  in  respect  of  very  old  property.  Added  to  this, 
one  is  forced  to  admit  that  a properly  looked  after  pail-closet  is  not 
necessarily  a public  health  nuisance.  In  spite  of  these  difficulties  it  is 
pleasing  to  report  the  gradual  reduction  in  the  number  of  pail-closets  in  use. 


In  common  with  the  other  parts  of  the  country,  Halesworth  has  an 
increasing  proportion  of  elderly  people  amongst  its  inhabitants.  When 
old  people  are  living  alono,  sanitary  problems  can  easily  arise. 

On  the  other  hand,  much  can  be  done  by  welfare  services  to  maintain  the  living 
conditions  of  solitary  elderly  people.  Much  is  being  done  in  Halesworth  by 
voluntary  agencies.  It  is  hoped  that  this  vital  vrork  in  connection  with  the 
welfare  of  the  aged  will  continue, as  any  statutory  service  can  only  supply  the 
essential  framework# 


I should  like  to  thank  the  Chairmen  and  members  of  the  Health  Committee 
for  their  courtesy  and  support  during  the  year# 


I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


J.3.  KERSHAW 
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General  Statistics. 


Area. 

1107  Acres 

• 

Registrar  General *s  estimate  of 
Population  (Mid  Year  1952). 

2186 

No.  of  inhabited  houses. 

772. 

Rateable  Value.  £13,206* 

Product  of  Penny  Rate. 

£51. 

Vital  Statistics, 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Live  Births • ' 

12 

22 

34 

(illegimate ), 

mm 

2 

2 

Rate  per  1000  population.  a 

15.5 

Rate  per  1000  population.  a 

15.3 

(Eng  loud  and  Wale  s ) . 

Comparability  factor.  a 

1.09 

Still-births. 

Nil. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

N. , 
ll. 

Infantile  Mortality, 

Males . 

Females. 

Total. 

Deaths  of  infants,  under 
one  year. 

2 

m 

2 

Rate  per  1000  live  births. 

M 

45.4 

Rate  per  1000  live  births. 

m 

27.6 

(England  and  Wales). 

Deaths • 

Males . 

Females. 

Total. 

18 

12 

30 

Death  rate  per  1000  estimated  population.  •» 

13.7 

Rate  per  1000  estimated  population. 
(England  and  Wales). 

R 

11.3. 

Comparability  factor  0.84, 

Causes  of  Death. 

Males • 

Females • 

Total. 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory). 

2 

0 

2 

Malignant  Disease  of  Lung. 

3 

0 

3 

Other  Malignant  disease. 

3 

0 

3 

Leukaemia . 

Vascular  lexions  of  nervous 

1 

0 

1 

system. 

1 

3 

4 

Males . 

Females  * 

Total. 

Coronary  Disease  (Angina). 

1 

g 

j— 

OtherHeart  Disease. 

5 

6 

11 

Pneumonia. 

2 

0 

2 

Suicide. 

0 

1 

1 

18 

12 

30 
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Infectious  Diseases. 


Ehe  following  cases 

of 

infectious  disease  were  notified  during  the 

! year:- 

Males • 

Females • 

Total  * 

Measles. 

9 

2 

11 

Whooping  Cough. 

1 

- 

1 

Puerperal  Fyrexi*. 

m 

3 

3 

Tuberculosis • 

At  the  beginning  of 

the 

year  the  following 

cases  were  on  the  register*- 

Male s • 

Female  s • 

Total. 

Pulmonary. 

7 

3 

10 

Non-Pulmonary . 

5 

0 

5 

12 

3 

15 

At  the  end  of  the  year 

the  following  cases 

were  on  the  register:- 

• 

Males • 

Females . 

Total. 

Pulmonary. 

6 

4 

10 

Non^  Pulmonary  • 

4 

0 

4 

10 

4 

14 

Additions  to  the  register t- 

Fresh  Notifications.  2 

Removals  from  the  registers 

Died.  2 

Recovered.  1 


Diphtheria  Immunisations » 

The  County  Medical  Officer  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  information  in 
respect  of  the  Urban  District  for  1952:- 

Number  of  pre-school  children  immunised.  15 

’’  " SCHOOL  " " 

" Reinforcing  (Booster)  injection.  91 


In  previous  years  it  has  been  possible  to  express  as  a percentage  the  number  of 
children  living  in  the  district  who  have  been  immunised  against  Diphtheria. 
Unfortunately  the  Registrar  - General  is  no  longer  able  to  supply  estimates  of 
child  population  in  County  Districts  and  this  percentage  cannot  be  given. 

A reduction  in  the  number  of  children  irmnunised  has  been  taking  place  for 
several  years,  and,  last  year  the  County  Council  attempted  to  stear  this  downward 
trend  by  intensifying  its  propaganda. 

Facilities  for  immunisation  against  diphtheria  are  provided  at  the  Infant 
Welfare  Centre,  ‘which  is  held  on  the  first  and  third  Wednesdays  of  each  month, 
and  also  by  the  family  doctor.  It  is  hoped  that  parents  will  no  longer  be 
deterred  from  taking  advantages  of  these  facilities  as  the  immunisation  of  children 
against  diphtheria  is  vital  in  maintaining  the  present  low  level  of  the  disease 


in  the  population  of  the  Country  as  a whole 


National  Assistance  Act  1948* 


During  1952  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  section  47  of  this 
act  but  a case  under  observation  at  the  end  of  the  year  which  was  ultinatoly 
dealt  with  in  this  way  in  1953, 

Hous ing , 


20  houses  were  completed  by  the  local  authority 

3 Police  Houses  " 

4 Licences  were  issued  for  private  enterprise. 

3 " " " " Housing  conversions. 

There  was  no  temporary  housing. 


Milk 


1.  Producers. 


There  are  six  farmers  producing  milk  within  the  Urban  District  and  the  milk  is 
sent  to  United  Dairies  Ltd,,  Halesworth.  Sampling  of  producers  milk  is  carried 
out  by  the  staff  of  the  County  Health  Department, 

Examination  of  Milk  1952. 

(a)  Number  of  samples  examined,  5 

(b)  Number  found  to  contain  tubercle  bacilli.  0 

(c)  Number  found  to  contain  brucella  organism.  1 

The  sample  containing  brucella  organisms  was  from  herd  outside  the  district. 

The  Milk  was  already  being  sent  to  a bulk  supply  within  the  district.  Arrangement 
were  made  for  this  milk  to  be  pasteurised  when  received  in  Halesworth, 

2,  Dealers, 

T hr e 6 f ir ms  of  retailers  supply  milk  to  consumers,  two  supplying  paetourisod 
when  only  and  the  third  both  T.T,  and  pasteurised  milk. 


Other  Foods . 

No  slaughterhouses  are  in  use  in  Halesworth,  the  meat  being  consigned  from  the 
central  slaughterhouse  in  Beccles  and  distributed  to  the  local  shops  from  a centre 
in  the  town. 

5  bakehouses  were  inspected. 

Shops  and  places  where  food  is  prepared,  including  the  sale  of  ice-cream  wore 
inspected. 

7 premises  were  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream* 


Food  Poisoning. 


No  cases  of  food  poisoning  -vero  notified  during  the  year. 

Water  Supply. 

The  main  water-supply  isobtsi  ned  from  a 257  foot  deep  artesian  boro. 

The  water  is  11  booster"  from  the  bore  to  a sump  and  thence  through  a Candy 
Filter.  This  filtration  removes  most  of  the  ferruginous  matter.  The  water  is 
then  chlorinated  and  chlorination  is  maintained  at  a level  of  approximately  0.1 
parts  per  million. 

Samples  of  water  taken  from  both  the  bore  and  a private  supply  tap  in  the 
town  in  October,  1952  were  sent  for  bacteriological  analysis  at  the  Public  Health 


<v 


. 
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Laboratory  Ipswich.  Both  samples  showed  the  complete  absence  of  coliform 
organisms  and  were  reported  "very  satisfactory". 

A sample  of  water  sent  for  chemical  analysis  at  the  same  time  to  the  Public 
Analyst  showed  the  water  to  be  of  good  organio  quality  and  free  from  plumbo- 
solvency.  In  keeping  with  the  bore  water  of  this  part  of  the  country  it  has 
a high  iron  content,  which,  though  is  no  way  harmful  to  health  can  render  the 
water  very  unpleasant  both  for  drinking  and  other  domestic  uses.  Much  depends 
upon  the  efficiency  of  the  Candy  Filter. 


Pail  Closets. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  v/ore  still  over  200  households  with  pail- 
closets.  As  these  pails  are  emptied  weekly  by  contract,  apart  from  health 
consideration,  they  add  to  the  financial  burden  of  the  Urban  District,  During 
1952  there  was  a slow  but  steady  reduction  in  the  number  of  pail-closets  in  use, 
as  more  houses  -were  connected  to  the  sewer.  Premises  still  with  pail-closets 
included  public  houses,  commercial  premises,  and  a bakehouse. 

Shops  Act  1950. 


During  1952  the  County  Council  delegated  the  administration  of  Section  38  of  this 
Act  to  the  District  Council.  This  section  deals  with  the  Welfare  of  assistants 
in  shops  where  there  are  employees,  in  respect  of  s- 

(i)  Heating. 

(ii)  Lighting. 

(iii)  Ventilation. 

(iv)  Adequacy  of  sanitary  convenience. 

(v)  Adequacy  of  washing  facilities. 

(vi)  Facilities  for  taking  meals  (where  assistants  take  meals  on  the  premises. 

In  two  instances  action  was  initiatedwith  regard  to  the  provision  of  a W.C. 
for  8.  ssistants • 


Factories  Act  1957  and  1948.  (including  inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary 

Inspector )♦ 

Factories  with  Mechanical  Power.  34 

Factories  without  Mechanical  Power.  ° 


34 


Factories  inspected. 

Factories  in  which  defects  were  found 


6 

2 


